


Goals/Objectives

Jazz Ensemble is designed to immerse students in the rich traditions and innovative techniques of jazz
music. This course focuses on developing the unique skills and knowledge required for jazz
performance and appreciation. The key objectives include:

Jazz Techniques and Styles: Develop proficiency in various jazz styles, including swing,
bebop, Latin jazz, and fusion, through rigorous practice and performance of standard jazz
repertoire.

Improvisation Skills: Cultivate the ability to improvise confidently and creatively,
understanding the harmonic and rhythmic foundations that support effective improvisation.
Ensemble Performance: Enhance ensemble playing skills by focusing on tight rhythmic
precision, dynamic control, and cohesive group sound, essential for a successful jazz ensemble.
Music Theory and Ear Training: Strengthen music theory knowledge, particularly related to
jazz harmonies, scales, and chord progressions, and develop advanced ear training skills to
identify and replicate complex musical patterns.

Solo Performance: Provide opportunities for solo performance to build confidence and stage
presence, encouraging students to develop their unique musical voices.

Historical Context and Appreciation: Explore the history of jazz and its cultural significance,
gaining an appreciation for the contributions of key jazz artists and the evolution of the genre.
Creative Expression: Foster
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Required texts
Foundations for Superior Performance by Williams/King - Kjos Music*
101 Rhythmic Rest Patterns by Grover C. Yaus - Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.*

*First-year students will receive a copy of each of these books to use for the duration of their time
in the LBHS Band Program. If the student loses either book, he or she will be responsible for
replacement costs.

Grade Policy
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Test Repair

At our school, we believe in the importance of continuous learning and improvement. Therefore,
all students are provided with the opportunity to make test repairs following their initial
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Your attendance during class and at performances directly affects your grade. Band is a
participation/performance-based course. Attendance is mandatory to all rehearsals and performances
unless otherwise noted. All scheduled performances will be posted on the band’s calendar and
website.
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Excused Absences Include:

Extreme personal illness with Doctor’s Note (or absence from school)
Family Health emergencies verified by family

Approved Academic conflicts

Required Religious observances (with notice)

Extra-Curricular School conflicts approved by director in advance.

Communication with the director is crucial when a conflict resulting from an absence is known. The
director should know about any conflicts at least TWO weeks before the event in question. The best
method of communication would be via e-mail or phone contact, preferably by the parent or guardian
of the student. Absences that are excused will be subject to a make-up assignment. Note: Even if the
director is informed about the conflict with ample time, it does not guarantee that the absence will
be approved.

Tardy Policy: Being on time to classes and reh
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http://www.bandsoflbhs.com/

